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“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.” Matt 25:40
Victory Community Link is an outreach ministry under Tabuan Jaya Anglican Church
to minister to the needs of needy families in the community. Formed in May 2011,
the objectives of the VCL are :
For three years 26 men have been studying on a course of training for the Local
Ordained Ministry. They committed themselves to put aside every Monday evening for
those three years on the understanding that there was no guarantee they would be
ordained at the end of it. They accepted from the start that it was the Bishop’s decision to
ordain whomsoever he felt it was right to ordain. They offered themselves for training
because they felt God was calling them to the ordained ministry but would be glad to
serve Him in the church in any ministry for which this training would better equip them.
The clergy and the congregations in the Diocese should have some explanation of
what a local Ordained Priest is.

1. To share the hope of Christ in ministering and alleviating the burden of needy families
2. To claim victory in the Name of Christ over bondages of poverty, abuse
3. To bring the message of salvation and win souls over to Christ
The ministry follows a monthly schedule whereby the team members made up of
volunteers meet mostly on Saturdays to go out to distribute food to needy families.
Each family is scheduled to receive food rations every two months - with each family
getting basic rations of rice, cooking oil, eggs, canned food and dry foodstuffs. These
are to complement their needs, as each family is still expected to earn their own
keep. This ministry also assists in getting help to the families in repairing their
homes, and liaising with the authorities on welfare aid for them.

He is someone who, already serving in the local church, feels he is called by God to the
priesthood but because of financial commitments of family such as a mortgage,
children at school, elderly relatives needing support etc. there is no way he could
survive on a student’s grant and so be able to attend full time college study for four years.
He is a person well known and respected in the worshipping community so that his
application to study on the course was supported in writing by the PCC and his parish priest.
He has studied all the subjects that a full-time student studies but not in the same
depth eg. He has learned the meaning of significant New Testament Greek words but
not learned the whole of the New Testament Greek language. He has served in
placements in parishes, has been taught practical as well as theological subjects. His
personality and attitudes have been observed and his commitment to the work
appraised. The overall attendance on the course for the three years is 92% with
absence caused only by illness, family or work demands.
When the Bishop has laid hands on those he discerns should be ordained what is to be their
role? First and foremost they will not be a kind of second class priest. They will always be
an assistant priest in the way that we have assistant bishops. They will remain in their
secular jobs if they are still in employment and function as priests in their non-working
time. As for full time priests, they will need to make a priority for their families.
Their value in the parish will be their local knowledge of people, traditions and resources.
They will work as a team with the Priest in Charge making his job less arduous by
sharing in visiting the sick and the bereaved, leading sacramental worship, offering a
presence when a priest is needed in times of sadness and joy. cont’d next page...

House project in Kpg Ta’ee –
old shed (left) replaced with
new house (right)

Through the years, the number of families under the ministry has grown to the
current 28 spread all over Kuching city covering Kampung Stampin Baru, Kampung
Stutong, and the areas of Sg. Apong, Chawan Road, Batu Kawa, and reaching as far
as Kampung Ta’ee in Serian.
As part of the outreach, volunteers also share the
message of salvation to the families - ministering to
their needs through prayers, so as to give them moral
and spiritual support, as well as praying for strength
for them by the power of the Holy Spirit to break away
from the bondages of poverty, and other abuses, and
eventually for them to learn to fish for a living.
The VCL is now more than five years old, and through
the challenging years, the outreach work has not only
ministered to the families but also to the volunteers,
in giving them the perseverance to soldier on, for the
glory of Christ.

They will free the Priest in Charge to go on courses, do more outreach work, take a holiday, and deal with a family emergency. They will make the priesthood more accessible to
worshippers. In some ways they will simply carry on doing what they are already doing but now be able to offer more: to bless, absolve, anoint, and preside over a eucharist.
Sometimes in our lives we need the presence of a man of God in the midst of a crisis or a celebration. The important thing is that he is there when we need him. The church’s ability to
provide that presence will be greatly enhanced by Local Ordained Ministers. At such times the presence of the priest is the key factor, not whether he can read the New Testament in Greek.
There is a time-related issue. In the near future the Diocese will see the retirement of a number of senior clergy at much the same time. There are training priests in the
pipeline for the long term but these Local Ordained Ministry clergy will be a great comfort in the life of the church during that period of shortage.
I have worked with several LOMs in my ministry and found them to be key players in a parish team. My main worry about them was that they tended to work too hard and
be frightened to take time off from their ministry. That is where the laity come in: to check if this is happening and then mention it to the Priest in Charge.
The establishment of this ministry is an historical event and will set the pattern for ministry in the parishes in the future. Let us welcome this change and see it as
guidance from the Holy Spirit.

